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Highlights

• Po p u l ation data for the Midwest suggest that the
White population will continue to decl i n e, wh i l e
the Black and Hispanic population continues to
i n c re a s e.

• M o re than 27% of Latinos in Mich i gan fall within
the prime K-12 education ye a rs , ages 5 to 17. In
c o n t ra s t , o n ly 18% of the White population and
23% of the Black populat i o n .

• G iven the diffe rences in the age stru c t u re of the
p o p u l ations (over 50% of Hispanics and 45% of
B l a cks are under age 25, c o m p a red to 36% of
Wh i t e s ) , p u blic education issues will be incre a s-
i n g ly tied to minority issues such as equity, d ive r-
s i t y, and opport u n i t y.

• O n e - t h i rd of Hispanic youth aged 5-17 are not
accounted for in public school enrollment 

• In 1990-91, o n ly 1,604 Hispanic students in
M i ch i gan gra d u ated from high sch o o l , while Cen-
sus data collected that year indicates that there
we re 4,064 Hispanic 18 year olds, the typical age
of gra d u at i o n .

• Of those 25 and ove r, Hispanics have the lowe s t
l evels of high school completion, with only 61%
h aving diploma’s as compared to 65% of Black s
and almost 79% of Wh i t e s .

• Hispanics in college are more like ly to be equally
rep resented by gender than are their Black and
White counterp a rt s .

Background

Th ree themes have cap t u red popular media at t e n-
tion in recent ye a rs. One is the increase in the minori t y
and immigrant population i.e. , the “ b rowning of A m e r-
i c a .” The second encompasses real ch a n ges in the job
m a rket ra n ging from downsizing companies eliminat-
ing “ good jobs,” to the continued mech a n i z at i o n
and/or ex p o rt of low skill jobs, to the inability of bu s i-
ness to find wo rke rs suffi c i e n t ly educated to fill ava i l-
able positions. Both of these themes are linked with ye t
a third issue that has seared the national consciousness
– affi rm at ive action.

This paper touches on these three themes in its
focus on the demographic ch a n ges and educat i o n a l
s t atus of Hispanics in Mich i gan. In a time of fi e rc e
d eb ate about the need for affi rm at ive action in both the
e d u c ational system and the wo rk p l a c e, it is imperat ive
to look at the re c o rd to see if the mu ch talked ab o u t
“ l evel playing fi e l d ” has been re a ch e d. The fi rst ques-
tions we will ex p l o re rega rd the success Hispanics and
other minorities have had in improving their educa-
tional attainment. A re these kids getting through the K-
12 system? A re they moving successfully thro u g h
p o s t s e c o n d a ry education? With affi rm at ive action in
p l a c e, wh at does the educational attainment of Hispan-
ics look like? And wh at do the findings suggest for a
d ay when it might not be?

B e fo re we add ress these questions, h oweve r, we
will provide a context for our analy s i s .

The Brow n i n g

Although the Midwe s t , with seve ral ex c ep t i o n s ,
has escaped the kind of media attention given to
i n c re a s i n g ly Latino states such as Califo rn i a , Tex a s ,
N ew Yo rk , and Flori d a , it has not escaped the “ b row n-
i n g ” phenomenon. Recent re s e a rch by the Ju l i a n
S a m o ra Research Institute (Aponte and Siles, 1 9 9 4 )
found that “ L atinos cap t u red the bulk of populat i o n
growth in the Midwest over the 1980’s… more than
5 6 % .” In fa c t , the rep o rt documents an actual decl i n e
in the regi o n ’s White populat i o n , while the Hispanic
p o p u l ation grew by more than 35% and the Black by
almost 7%.

The growth in the minority population of Mich i-
gan re flects a similar pat t e rn. The number of Hispan-
ics grew 24% between 1980 and 1990, and the Black
p o p u l ation increased 8% during the same peri o d. A
c o n c u rrent decline in the number of White re s i d e n t s
means that minorities are comprising an incre a s i n g
p e rc e n t age of Mich i ga n ’s populat i o n .
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The Jo b s

These demographic ch a n ges have taken place dur-
ing a period of economic re s t ru c t u ring that has re s u l t e d
in a substantial decline in the employment sectors that
traditionally provided the primary source of jobs for
l ow-skilled wo rke rs or minority employees. A s i d e
f rom service sector jobs, the gre atest growth in new
e m p l oyment opportunities are for those with a college
e d u c ation or more. The Dep a rtment of Education esti-
m ates that 89% of all new jobs will re q u i re some of
l evel of post secondary tra i n i n g.

The mu ch cited “ Wo rk fo rce 2000” rep o rt from the
Hudson Institute noted the fastest growing job fields to
be those in the pro fe s s i o n a l , t e ch n i c a l , m a n age ri a l ,
s a l e s , and service sectors. All but the latter demand
c o l l ege level education for wo rke rs filling those posi-
tions. Indications are that even the service sector jobs
of the future will re q u i re higher levels of educat i o n
than has thus been necessary, as wh at are now midd l e
skill jobs become the low skill jobs of the future.

The Educat i o n

G iven these ch a n ges in the labor marke t , e d u c a-
tional attainment becomes an even more signifi c a n t
p redictor va ri able for a broad ra n ge of social and eco-
nomic indicat o rs of well-being or distress. Th e s e
i n clude such va ri ables as fa m i ly income, l abor fo rc e
p a rt i c i p at i o n , household type, health stat u s , type of
o c c u p at i o n , housing condition, and contact with the
c riminal justice system. An analysis of the educat i o n a l
attainment of Hispanics in Mich i gan provides a pow-
erful tool for assessing their current and future socio-
economic well being, and that of the state as a wh o l e,
given the ch a n ging demographics. It also says a gre at
deal about whether or not they will be able to compete
for the jobs of the twe n t y - fi rst century, with or without
a ffi rm at ive action policies in place.

The data for the Midwest as a whole are not aus-
picious. Aponte and Siles (1994) provide data (see
Table 1) indicating that , although all groups improve d
their educational attainment between 1980 and 1990,
Hispanics continued to lag behind both Black and
Whites. In 1980 less than 44% of Hispanics over the
age of 25 we re high school gra d u ates (compared to
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Table 1. Educational Attainment by Race and Hispanic Origin
25 Years and Over, The Midwest: 1980 and 1990

Race Total Number of High % of High Number of % of College
Year Population School Grads School Grads College Grads Grads

Total:
1980 34,084,932 23,170,255 68.0 5,020,587 14.7
1990 37,873,006 29,217,060 77.1 6,970,596 18.4
Diff. 3,788,074 6,046,805 9.1 1,950,009 3.7

White:
1980 30,877,020 21,388,141 69.3 4,680,231 15.2
1990 33,751,700 26,531,485 78.6 6,402,447 19.0
Diff. 2,874,680 5,143,284 9.3 1,722,216 3.8

Black:
1980 2,623,881 1,441,255 54.9 206,793 7.9
1990 3,147,680 2,055,289 65.3 328,716 10.4
Diff. 523,799 614,034 10.4 121,923 2.5

Hispanic:
1980 541,313 236,965 43.8 44,580 8.2
1990 789,239 417,900 52.9 79,424 10.1
Diff. 247,926 180,935 9.1 34,844 1.9

Source: Aponte, Robert and Marcelo Siles,JSRI Research Report #5, 1994.



ap p rox i m at e ly 69% of Whites and 55% of Blacks). In
1990 just under 53% of such Hispanics we re high
s chool gra d u at e s , c o m p a red to almost 79% of Wh i t e s
and 65% of Blacks). As re flected in Table 1, o n ly ab o u t
10% of Blacks and Hispanics in the region had a col-
l ege degre e, as compared to 19% of Wh i t e s .

H ow Mich i ga n ’s Hispanics fa re in terms of educa-
tional attainment will be the focus of the remainder of
this pap e r. Wh at are their K-12 gra d u ation rates as
compared to other groups? To what extent are they
participating in higher education and what proportion
is successfully completing post-secondary educa-
tion? How many go on to obtain post baccalaureate
degrees? Although complete answers to these ques-
tions are hindered by the lack of good drop-out data
for all education levels and by the lack of data from
private schools, the answers given below provide a
proxy measure of the educational status of Hispanics
in Michigan.

A Focus on Michigan

Demographic Overview

Table 2 provides an overview of Michigan’s pop-
ulation by age, race, and Hispanic origin and sets a
point of reference for the educational data which fol-
lows. Hispanics constituted 2.2% of the state’s popu-

lation in 1990; Blacks almost 14% and Whites about
84%. It is particularly noteworthy, however, that for
the age group 5-17 years, which encompasses the
major portion of the K-12 education period, Michi-
gan’s Black and Hispanic populations are represented
in greater proportions relative to other populations
than that reflected by their overall numbers.

Table 3 explains why: Blacks and Latinos have a
very young age structure as compared to the White
population. Over 26% of Latinos are aged 5-17, mak-
ing K-12 education a key issue for Hispanics. In con-
trast, only 18% of Whites fall in that age group. In
fact, Hispanics have the youngest age structure of any
group: more than half of the Hispanic population is
under 25 years of age, that is, in the prime education
years. In contrast, only about 28% of Whites and 35%
of Blacks fall into this age group.

Figure 1 provides a graphic depiction of the sharp
differences in age structure: almost 40% of the His-
panic population is 17 years of age or younger, com-
pared to only 33% of the Black population and 25%
of the White. Indications are that this pattern will per-
sist, given the data for the four year and under popu-
lation – 12% of the Hispanic population as compared
to 7% of White and 10% of Black are four years of
age or less.
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Table 2. Michigan Population by Age, Race, and Hispanic Origin, 1990

Pct. of Pct. of Pct. of Asian & Pct. of Amer. Pct. of Pct. of
Age Total T. Pop. White T. Pop. Black T. Pop. P. Isl. T. Pop. Indian T. Pop. Hispanic T. Pop.

Up to 4 yrs. 702,554 100.0 552,295 78.6 124,186 22.5 10,163 1.4 5,016 0.7 23,853 3.4

5 to 17 yrs. 1,756,211 100.0 1,398,665 79.6 295,045 16.8 24,464 1.4 14,002 0.8 53,293 3.0

18 years old 142,306 100.0 111,911 78.6 25,308 17.8 2,095 1.5 1,094 0.8 4,064 2.9

19 to 24 yrs. 862,221 100.0 699,925 81.2 133,738 15.5 11,736 1.4 6,117 0.7 23,113 2.7

25 yrs./over 5,832,005 100.0 4,993,290 85.6 713,429 12.2 56,525 1.0 29,409 0.5 97,273 1.7

Total State 9,295,297 100.0 7,756,086 83.4 1,291,706 13.9 104,983 1.1 55,638 0.6 201,596 2.2

Source: Aponte, Robert and Marcelo Siles, JSRI Research Report #5, 1994.

Table 3. Age Structure of Michigan’s Population by Race and Hispanic Origin, 1990
Age Total White Black Asian A. Indian Hispanic

Up to 4 yrs. 7.6 7.1 9.6 9.7 9.0 11.8

5 to 17 yrs. 18.9 18.0 22.6 23.3 25.2 26.4

18 yrs. old 1.5 1.4 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

19 to 24 yrs. 9.3 9.0 10.4 11.2 11.0 11.5

25 yrs. & over 62.7 64.4 55.2 53.8 52.9 48.3

Source: Aponte, Robert and Marcelo Siles, JSRI Research Report #5, 1994.
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Educational Attainment: 25 and over Population

Table 4 provides data on the educational attain-
ment of those 25 years of age and over. Blacks and
Latinos lag in percentages of high school completion
behind Whites: while almost 79% of Whites have a
high school diploma, only about 65% of Blacks and
61% of Hispanics do. That is, one-third or more of
the latter two groups lacks a high school diploma.

The picture is similarly dismal with post-sec-
ondary education. While more than 18% of Whites
have a college degree, only 10% of Blacks and
slightly over 11% of Hispanics do so. Given the rela-
tionship between parents’ education and educational
aspirations of children on the one hand, and between
parents education and the ability to assist children
with their own education on the other, these figures
portend a problem in the K-12 education statistics.
We turn to those in the next section.

Figure 1. Age Structure of Michigan Population by Race and Hispanic Origin: 1990



5

Table 4. Educational Attainment in Mich i gan by Race and Hispanic Ori gi n :
Pe rsons 25 Ye a rs and Ove r, 1990

Educational Total White Black Asian A. Indian Hispanic
Attainment (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)

8th grade or less 7.8 7.2 10.4 8.9 9.5 19.8
Some H.S. no diploma 15.5 14.2 24.6 7.8 22.8 19.2
H.S. diploma or higher 76.8 78.6 64.9 83.3 67.8 61.0
Some College no Degree 26.4 20.3 22.2 10.1 21.2 17.8
Associate Degree 6.7 6.9 6.0 6.6 5.5 5.3
Bachelors Dgr. or Higher 17.4 18.1 10.1 54.1 7.6 11.6
Graduate or Professional 6.4 6.6 3.8 28.4 2.7 4.8

Source: Aponte, Robert and Marcelo Siles, JSRI Research Report #5, 1994.

Table 5. Enrollment in Mich i ga n ’s K-12 School Districts by Race/Ethnic Gro u p
Year Total White Black Asian A. Indian Hispanic

Number % Number % Number % Number % Number %

1990-91 1,532,395 1,201,941 78.4 261,146 17.0 18,904 1.2 15,842 1.0 34,562 2.3

1991-92 1,578,927 1,233,781 78.1 271,950 17.2 20,199 1.3 15,843 1.0 37,154 2.4

1992-93 1,575,326 1,232,584 78.2 267,214 17.0 21,400 1.4 16,130 1.0 37,998 2.4

1993-94 1,517,924 1,191,439 78.5 254,290 16.8 21,238 1.4 15,321 1.0 35,636 2.4

1994-95 1,581,028 1,236,387 78.2 268,780 17.0 22,135 1.4 15,811 1.0 37,945 2.4

Pop. (5-17)* 1,756,211 1,398,665 79.6 295,045 16.8 24,464 1.4 14,002 0.8 53,293 3.0

% K-12 87.3% 85.9% 88.5% 77.3% 113.1% 64.9%

* 1990 Population,Age 5 to 17 years, U.S. Bureau of the Census
% K-12,Ratio between enrollment 1990-91 and population figures corresponding to 1990.
Source: Michigan Department of Education, Bureau of Information Management, Racial Census Report by District, various years.

Source: Table 5.

Figure 2. Proportion of children Ages 5 to 17 Enrolled in Michigan School Districts
By Race and Hispanic Origin: 1990



K-12 Education

D ata on enrollment in Mich i gan public schools is
p resented in Table 5. Enrollment data is based on
actual count in school on the fo u rth Fri d ay of Sep t e m-
b e r. Minorities constitute 22% of the K-12 school pop-
u l at i o n , with Black students the dominant pro p o rt i o n .

Hispanic youth, however, are most likely to be
“missing” from public school enrollment. When the
e n rollment data for each group is compared to the
p o pu l ation of 5-17 year olds in the group (see Fi g u re
2 ) , it becomes clear that a substantial portion of ch i l-
d ren are not in the public school system. The fi g u re s
for Hispanics show them to be the most like ly not to
be accounted for by public school enrollment. Fo r
ex a m p l e, although 1990-91 fi g u res indicate that there
we re 34,562 Hispanic ch i l d ren enrolled in publ i c
s chool that ye a r, census data indicate that there we re
51,935 Hispanic ch i l d ren age 5-17. The public sch o o l
fi g u res account for only two - t h i rds of Hispanic ch i l-
d ren in that age gro u p : o n e - t h i rd of Hispanic ch i l d re n
appear to be out of the public school system.

The numbers for Black and White children show
them more likely to be included in the public school
system: 261,146 of the former were enrolled out of a
total population of 294,702 (89% accounted for by
public school enrollment); 86% of White children are
accounted by public school enrollment. Figure 2 pro-
vides a graphic depiction of this data.

Since fi g u res on private school enrollment are not
ava i l able by race/ethnic cat ego ri e s , it is difficult to say
to wh at extent these diffe rences re flect either dro p -
outs or private school enrollment. Mich i gan Stat e
B o a rd of Education data indicate that on ave rage

about 10% of K-12 enrollment is in the nonpubl i c
s chool sector (Mich i gan State Board of Educat i o n ,
1992). Th at perc e n t age is cert a i n ly too small to
account for the “ m i s s i n g ” ch i l d re n , cl e a rly pointing to
the need for additional re s e a rch to find out wh e re they
a re, and wh at their absence from the system means.

Whether these missing children represent drop-
outs is not clear. The State of Michigan has not col-
lected drop-out data by race/ethnic origin categories
since the 1985-86 school year. For that year the offi-
cial drop out rate, defined as the percentage of stu-
dents in grades 9-12 leaving school and not returning
the following year, was 10.9% for Hispanics, 12% for
Blacks, and 4.5% for Whites. With this awareness
that not all children are accounted for by public
school enrollment, and the lack of data on drops outs,
we look to another methodology to solve the mystery.

High School Graduation

Table 6 provides high school graduation figures
by race/ethnic group for selected years. Although the
lack of ethnic based drop-out data hampers any
analysis, one interesting pattern that emerges is that
minority graduates are not reflected in percentages
that match their school enrollment, even allowing for
some error in the distribution over the 5-17 age range.

E ven more stri k i n g, h oweve r, is that the nu m b e rs
of gra d u ates do not compare well with the number of
18 ye a rs olds (see Table 2) in the group. For ex a m p l e,
Table 6 shows 1,604 Hispanic high school gra d u at e s
for the 1990-91 school year; yet Table 2 indicates that
t h e re we re 4,064 Hispanic 18 year olds, the pri m e
gra d u ating age, in Mich i gan that ye a r. Even adjusting
the nu m b e rs on the assumption that only about two -
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Table 6. High School Gra d u ated in Mich i gan by Race/Ethnic Gro u p
YEAR TOTAL WHITE BLACK ASIAN A. INDIAN HISPANIC

Number % Number % Number % Number % Number %

1989-90 93,807 77,483 82.6 12,550 13.4 1,282 1.4 804 0.9 1,686 1.8
1990-91 88,003 73,277 83.3 11.021 12.5 1,275 1.5 826 0.9 1,604 1.8
1991-92 87,756 73,211 83.4 10,830 12.3 1,327 1.5 771 0.9 1,617 1.8
1992-93 84,583 69,521 82.0 11,253 13.3 1,446 1.7 851 1.0 1,693 2.0
1993-94 83,406 68,840 82.5 4,861** 5.0 1,641 2.0 706 1.0 1,525 1.8
Pop. 18 142,306 111,911 25,308 2,095 1,094 4,064

% Grads. 65.9% 69.2% 49.6% 61.2% 73.5% 41.5%

* Percent of Total graduates.
** Do not include the Detroit School District figures.
Pct. Grads., Percentage of graduates in the age bracket of 18 years old. A ratio between the number of graduates in the 1989-1990 school and the num-
ber of persons in the age bracket.
Source: Same as Table 5.



t h i rds of that number was like ly to be enrolled in pub-
lic school (based on the discussion ab ove ) , one wo u l d
still expect to have been 2,722 gra d u ating Hispanics.

For Black s , although 1990 census data show
25,308 18 year olds, Table 6 re flects only 11,021 gra d-
u ating from high school that ye a r. In fa c t , the ove ra l l
18 year old population fi g u res show that there we re
142,306 18 year olds in Mich i gan in 1990, yet the pub-
lic school data re flect only 88,003 gra d u ates that ye a r.

This proxy analysis is rough to be sure, but in the
absence of better dat a , it is the best that can be

at t e m p t e d. Even with a ge n e rous allowance for sub-
stantial erro r, results suggest a pro blem in high sch o o l
gra d u ation rates for minority and White students.

Post Secondary Education

Table 7 gives a breakdown on the range of edu-
cational institutions available in Michigan. More than
46% of college students are enrolled in public 4-year
schools, and more than 38% are in public 2-year
institutions (see Figure 3). Table 7 also provides fig-
ures on minority enrollment for public and private 2-
and 4-year institutions.
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Table 7. Higher Education Institutions in Mich i ga n , 1992 and 1993
1992 1993 1992 1993 Proportion of

Enrollment Enrollment Minority Students

Type Number %* Number % Number %** Number % 1992 1993

Colleges &
Universities

Public 4-Year 15 14.7 15 14.2 260,366 46.2 263,279 46.3 14.6 15.8

Public 2-Year 30 29.4 30 28.3 217,321 38.5 219,866 38.7 14.5 15.4

Private 4-Year 50 49.0 53 50.0 83,320 14.8 82,364 14.5 19.4 20.0

Private 2-Year 7 6.9 8 7.5 3,087 0.5 2,701 0.5 20.2 19.4

TOTAL 102 100.0 106 100.0 564,094 100.0 568,210 100.0 14.6 16.2

Vocational
Institutions 264 247

*  Percent of Total number of universities..

** Percent of Total Enrollment.

Source: The Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac Issue, Sept. 1, 1994, page 84 and Sept. 1, 1995,page 64.

Figure 3. Total and Minority Enrollment in Higher Education Institutions, Michigan, 1988-1994

Source: Table 7.



Private institutions are more likely to have a
higher proportion of their student population be made
up of minority students: approximately 20% of pri-
vate school enrollment is minority vs. about 15% for
public schools as Figure 3 indicates. Given that less
than 16% of all enrollment is in such schools, it is
clear that public education is the primary resource for
most minority post secondary education students.
Nonetheless, the on-campus dynamic of higher per-
centages of minority students in private schools may

portend differences in the college experience for
these students vis-à-vis their public school equiva-
lents. That is, there may be differences in the climate
of racial/ethnic relations found in the two types of
schools and related differences in graduation and
retention rates. This issue bears further investigation.
Due to the unava i l ability of data from other than pub-
lic institutions, and given the fact that most students
a re in public colleges and unive rs i t i e s , the re m a i n d e r
of this paper will focus on that educational system.
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Table 8. Racial/Ethnic Enrollment in Mich i ga n ’s Public Four Year Unive rs i t i e s
Year Total White Black Asian A. Indian Hispanic

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

1989 121,716 133,883 101,789 112,600 6,910 11,803 3,052 2,583 550 735 1,739 1,762
Percent 47.6% 52.4% 39.8% 44.1% 2.7% 4.6% 1.2% 1.0% 0.2% 0.3% 0.7% 0.7%
1991 124,649 137,497 101,058 111,947 7,412 13,526 3,821 3,210 668 865 2,154 2,280
Percent 47.5% 52.5% 38.6% 42.7% 2.8% 5.2% 1.5% 1.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.8% 0.9%
1992 123,542 136,824 98,620 109,635 7,882 13,991 4,059 3,382 674 959 2,306 2,445
Percent 47.4% 52.6% 37.9% 42.1% 3.0% 5.4% 1.6% 1.3% 0.3% 0.4% 0.9% 0.9%
1993 124,675 138,604 97,027 108,674 8,993 14,040 4,625 3,873 764 1,033 2,545 2,661
Percent 47.4% 52.6% 36.9% 41.3% 3.4% 5.3% 1.6% 1.5% 0.3% 0.4% 1.0% 1.0%
1994 120,916 137,191 93,263 104,327 8,851 13,843 4,816 4,037 801 1,083 2,601 2,718
Percent 46.8% 53.2% 36.1% 40.4% 3.4% 5.4% 1.9% 1.6% 0.3% 0.4% 1.0% 1.1%

Source: “Fall Enrollment - Michigan Public an Independent Colleges and Universities,” Michigan Department of Education, Office of Higher Education 
Management, various issues.

Type Total White Black Asian A. Indian Hispanic
Number %** Number % Number % Number % Number %

1991:
All Schools 568,491 473,042 83.2 55,462 9.8 11,660 2.1 3,703 0.7 9,344 1.6

Public 4-Year 262,146 213,005 81.3 20,938 8.0 7,051 2.7 1,533 0.6 4,434 1.7

Universities

Percent* 46.1% 45.0% 37.8% 60.5% 41.4% 47.5%

1992:
All Schools 559,729 460,953 82.4 57,086 10.2 12,060 2.2 4,147 0.7 9,996 1.8

Public 4-Year 260,366 208,255 80.0 21,873 8.4 7,441 2.9 1,633 0.6 4,751 1.8

Universities

Percent 46.5% 45.2% 38.3% 61.7% 39.4% 47.5%

1993:
All Schools 568,210 462,897 81.5 60,662 10.7 13,672 2.4 4,473 0.8 10,920 1.9

Public 4-Year 263,279 205,701 78.1 23,033 8.8 8,198 3.1 1,797 0.7 5,206 2.0

Universities

Percent 46.3% 44.4% 38.0% 60.0% 40.2% 47.7%

* Percent of students attending 4-Year Universities from students at All Schools.

** Percent of students from students as All Schools.

Source: NCES April 1995 “Enrollment in Higher Education: Fall 1984 through Fall 1993.”

Table 9. Ove rall Enrollment in Mich i ga n ’s Higher Education Institutions by Race, 1992 and 1993



A detailed breakdown by race/ethnicity/gender
for Michigan’s public 4-year universities is provided
in Table 8. Several interesting phenomena: White and
Black females are much more likely to be in college
than their male counterparts; and the percentage of
minority students has steadily increased even in the
short time span reflected here. White students repre-
sented 84% of students in 1989 – by 1994 that figure
declined to 76%. Hispanic students are fairly equally
represented in terms of gender at public 4-year uni-
versities.

Table 9 provides data on ove rall enrollment in
M i ch i ga n ’s postsecondary education institutions fo r
1992 and 1993, and enrollment in public 4-year insti-
tutions. Asian ori gin students are mu ch more like ly to
be enrolled in public 4-year institutions than any other
group – 60% are so enro l l e d. Black students are least
l i ke ly to be so enrolled of all Black students in post-
s e c o n d a ry sch o o l s , o n ly 38% we re in public 4-ye a r
u n ive rsities. For Hispanics, just under 48% are
e n ro l l e d. This table re flects declining pro p o rtion of
White students in postsecondary educat i o n .
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Table 10. Total Completions in Mich i gan Public Unive rsities by Race and Hispanic Ori gi n

Race and 1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94
Hispanic Origin

TOTAL:
Total 47,555 49,387 51,662 52,778 53,953 53,363

Baccalaureate 31,859 33,238 34,664 35,362 36,132 35,339

Masters 11,552 11,905 12,599 12,820 13,181 13,664

Doctoral 1,230 1,275 1,445 1,488 1,451 1,441

WHITE:
Total 41,057 42,206 43,574 44,375 44,000 42,937

Baccalaureate 28,776 29,798 30,741 31,140 30,974 30,286

Masters 8,898 9,015 9,596 9,673 9,537 9,729

Doctoral 763 749 873 864 781 774

BLACK:
Total 2,069 2,393 2,713 2,812 2,990 3,160

Baccalaureate 1,286 1,483 1,678 1,784 1,851 1,617

Masters 609 725 849 809 912 1,035

Doctoral 47 45 58 47 44 57

ASIAN:
Total 859 1,016 1,045 1,253 1,396 1,453

Baccalaureate 552 651 718 795 893 721

Masters 210 254 213 306 341 372

Doctoral 29 35 32 57 47 55

AMERICAN INDIAN:
Total 169 148 191 225 261 255

Baccalaureate 115 103 133 155 189 139

Masters 35 30 35 41 43 61

Doctoral 4 2 4 3 0 6

HISPANIC:
Total 547 575 587 717 820 848

Baccalaureate 330 312 377 437 547 400

Masters 153 193 144 202 194 220

Doctoral 17 22 24 23 28 19

* Includes other Degrees.
Source: “Michigan Public Universities: IPEDS Completions Data: Title 2, Michigan Department of Education, various years.



Educational Attainment: Degrees Obtained

Increased enrollment in institutions of higher
education means little if there is not an associated
increase in numbers of graduates – from the Bac-
calaureate to the Doctoral level. Table 10 provides
data on completion rates by race/Hispanic origin for
public universities. The relatively short time period
covered by the data reflects some change in the over-
all numbers of graduating students. However, without
better baseline data, it is difficult to assess how much
progress there has really been. We do not know how
many of these graduating students are from Michi-
gan, making comparison of numbers of graduates to
potential graduates very difficult. Given substantial
numbers of foreign and out of state students, it is not
possible to say what these figures mean for the edu-
cational attainment of Michigan students. Clearly,
h oweve r, Hispanics are not completing postsec-
ondary degrees in proportion to the size of their pop-
ulation, even if we were to consider all of these
graduates to have been from Michigan originally.

Questions for Further Investigation

The data in this report raise as many questions as
are answered. Of particular importance is the identi-
fication of the children “missing” from the data.
Where are the children who are not in the public K-
12 school system? Almost one-third of Hispanic chil-
dren are not accounted for. Of particular significance
to this mystery are the low numbers of Hispanic high
school graduates. Why, for example, in a population
of over 4,000 Hispanic 18 year olds in 1990 were
there only 1604 graduates?

Given national data (National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics, 1993) that indicates that only 65% of
Hispanics aged 19-20 have completed high school,
there is cause for concern that Michigan is replicating
the national picture. Data must be collected that
“locates” the missing students, including specific
identification of drop-outs. That information is not
currently available. Given the scope of the problem
revealed by the dat a , high pri o rity needs to be
assigned to this investigation.

In addition, data indicating that Black males are
not going on to college at the same rates as their
female counterparts suggests a need for research to
find out why. Given the recent attention to the prob-
lem of joblessness ex p e rienced by young Black
males (and the associated social problems), addi-
tional research needs to explore the reasons why they
are not succeeding in moving into higher education.

If high school drop-outs are found to explain both
the case of the “ m i s s i n g ” ch i l d ren and the low rates of
B l a ck male part i c i p ation in higher educat i o n , re s e a rch
must identify fa c t o rs that are driving ch i l d ren to dro p -
o u t , and wh at can be done to ch a n ge those fa c t o rs .

Fi n a l ly, attention needs to be paid to the re c ru i t-
ment and retention of minority students in higher edu-
c ation. Why are completion rates so low? Is there some
s i g n i ficance to the fact that on ave rage private sch o o l s
h ave a higher minority presence than do public unive r-
sities? A re there diffe rences in completion rat e s
b e t ween public and private institutions and associat e d
d i ffe rences in re c ruitment and re t e n t i o n ?

Policy Implications

The social and economic consequences of a grow-
ing minority population with pers i s t e n t ly dismal edu-
c ational attainment levels are dire. Th ey speak of large
u n e m p l oyed and unemployable seg m e n t s , d i s i n h e ri t e d
f rom the benefits of the mat e rial and tech n o l ogi c a l
a dvances of society. In a cruel iro ny, those ve ry bene-
fits are like nails in the coffin of despair, because it is
t h at sector that will provide the prep o n d e rance of new
jobs and opportunities. The room at the table for the
p o o rly educated has sharp ly diminished in recent ye a rs
and may all but disappear as tech n o l ogy develops other
non-human ways of accomplishing the low-skill tasks
t h at fo rm e rly existed in abundance for the poorly edu-
c ated wo rker who had a strong back .

As the much bally-hooed “Workforce 2000” pro-
jections indicate, it is the growing minority popula-
tion that will provide an increasing percentage of the
f u t u re wo rk fo rc e. The demographic fi g u res fo r
Michigan and the Midwest parallel the national pat-
tern in that regard. Therefore, it is of utmost impor-
tance that attention be paid to the education of
minority children. This includes not only insuring
that they complete high school, but that they go on to
complete post secondary education.
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Po l i cy make rs wo rking on the basis of the
re s e a rch of social scientists in the areas specifi e d
ab ove, must support programs that add ress the fa c t o rs
c o n t ri buting to high drop out rates from high sch o o l .
Th ey must ensure that K-12 education is suffi c i e n t ly
funded in both ri ch and poor districts so that ch i l d re n
who need ex t ra help can get it and that equiva l e n t
re s o u rces are ava i l able to all. Th ey must support edu-
c ational programs that make it possible for all ch i l-
d ren to have access to higher education and to be abl e
to successfully complete their academic progra m .

G iven the demographics of an aging White popu-
l ation with declining perc e n t ages of ch i l d ren in sch o o l
and increasing minority populat i o n s , p a rt i c u l a rly His-
p a n i c, with a large perc e n t age of their population in the
p rime education ye a rs , the political ra m i fi c ations of
these re c o m m e n d ations may be less than ge n t l e, in a
c o n t ext of the increasing economic distress ex p e ri-
enced by many midd l e - class A m e rican fa m i l i e s .

In recent testimony befo re the House Committee
on Economic and Educational Opportunity (1/12/95),
U. S. Secre t a ry of Education Rich a rd Riley noted that a
little noticed “second baby boom was underway such
t h at elementary and secondary enrollment highs set in
1971 by the ori ginal baby boomers would be bro ken in
1 9 9 6 ” – mu ch of this bu rgeoning school age popula-
tion consists of Hispanic and other minority ch i l d re n .

Given a context where education is the center of
the knowledge society and school its key institution,
as Peter Drucker has observed, the failure of any
group to achieve educationally means the failure of
that group to succeed at all. In a time when affirma-
tive action is under attack and where achievement
alone is the password to higher education, the record

as documented here makes clear that Hispanics are
not being prepared to compete on a level playing field
either in terms of access to postsecondary education
or, by extension, the labor market.

High school drop outs earned less than half
($12,809) wh at Bachelor degree holders earn e d
($32,629) in 1992. According to Department of Edu-
cation data, 89% of new jobs being created require
some form of postsecondary training. Where will
those without adequate education end up? Perhaps
the fact that 44% of those on welfare and 82% of
those in prisons are high school dropouts (Riley,
1995) provides some idea of what the future holds if
the system does not address the educational problems
that clearly exist for Hispanics and other minorities.
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